
Shippensburg Honors ‘Outstanding Teachers’
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t Two teachers from the Southern 

York County School District are 
the most recent recipients of the 
‘Outstanding Teacher Award’ for 
2014-15, sponsored by the Ship-
pensburg University School Study 
Council. Southern Middle School 
autistic/learning support teacher 
Karen Somerville and Southern 
Elementary School sixth grade 
teacher Andy Shelow will be hon-
ored with the award at a luncheon 
at Shippensburg University on 
November 19, 2014.

“This is the 16th year in a row 
that the School District has had 
at least one teacher selected for 
this prestigious award,” Super-
intendent Sandra Lemmon said. 
“Mrs. Somerville and Mr. Shelow 
are both outstanding teachers and 
well deserving of this award. We 
are extremely proud to have them 
represent Southern.” 

As the autistic and learning sup-
port teacher at Southern Middle 
School, Somerville began 2014-
15 in her sixth year at Southern 
and 17th year in education. At 
the middle school, she teaches all 

levels of the autistic spectrum, 
including individually-based 
social skills and study skills 
instructional programs and pro-
vides academic and behavioral 
support as an inclusion teacher 
for a variety of English, social 
studies, and science classes. 

A graduate of Clarion Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, Somerville 
earned her Bachelor’s degree 
in Special Education and Early 

Childhood Education and a Mas-
ter’s degree in Education from 
Pennsylvania State University.

“I am very honored that the 
School District nominated me 
for this achievement,” Somerville 
said. 

During her tenure at the South-
ern York County School District, 
Somerville co-founded the Best 
Buds Club at Susquehannock 
High School and also formed the 
Best Buddies Club at Southern 
Middle School.  Both school clubs 
are social organizations that pro-
mote positive interaction among 
students with disabilities and 
their peers. 

For her work, Somerville was a 
recipient of the “Outstanding Spe-
cial Education Teacher Award,” 
having been nominated by a par-
ent in 2014. She has also received 
recognition from the state and 
Shippensburg University for her 
work with both clubs. 

In addition, Somerville serves as 

Andy Shelow, back, assists his sixth grade students during math. Featured, left to 
right, are Justin Miller, Sam Thomas, Andy Shelow, Nick Holloway, Dylan Moroz, 
and Audra Chilcoat Goble.

See ‘Teachers Recognized,’ Page 2

Karen Somerville, center, works with eighth graders, Allen Burris, left, and Alexa 
Rogari, right, during her Study Skills class.



Pest Management 
Notice for 2014-15

The Southern York County School District 
uses an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 
approach for managing insects, rodents, 
and weeds.  Our goal is to protect every stu-
dent from pesticide exposure by using an 
IPM approach to pest management.  Our 
IPM approach focuses on making the school 
building and grounds an unfavorable habi-
tat for these pests by removing food and 
water sources and eliminating their hiding 
and breeding places.  We accomplish this 
through routine cleaning and maintenance.  
We routinely monitor the school buildings 
and grounds to detect any pests that are 
present.  Pest sightings are reported to the 
IPM coordinator who evaluates the prob-
lem and determines the appropriate mea-
sures to take.  The techniques can include 
increasing sanitation, modifying storage 
practices, sealing entry points, physically 
removing the pest, etc.

From time to time, it may be necessary to 
use pesticides registered by the Environ-
mental Protection agency to manage a pest 
problem.  A pesticide is only used when nec-
essary and is not routinely applied.  Pesti-
cide applications are made only when unau-
thorized persons do not have access to the 
area(s) being treated.  Notices are posted in 
these areas 72 hours prior to application 
and for two days following.  All applicators 
are trained and certified by the Pennsylva-
nia Department of Agriculture.

Parents or guardians of students enrolled 
in the school may request notification of 
specific pesticide applications made at the 
school.  To receive notification, you must be 
placed on the School District’s notification 
registry.  If you would like to be placed on 
this registry, please notify the IPM Man-
ager (Director of Operations) in writing.  
Please include your e-mail address if you 
would like to be notified electronically.

If a pesticide application must be made to 
control an emergency pest problem, notice 
will be provided by telephone to any par-
ent or guardian who has requested such 
notification in writing.  Exemptions to this 
notification include disinfectants and anti-
microbial products, self-containerized baits 
placed in areas not accessible to students, 
and gel type baits placed in cracks, crevices, 
or voids.

advisor for the District’s Autism Walk, an 
annual school and community-wide fund-
raiser that helps support Autism York, an 
organization that provides support for 
autistic individuals and their families. 
Autism York’s Buddy Program also spon-
sors the Best Buddies Club at the middle 
school.

“The students are amazing individuals 
with extraordinary talents and unique 
points of view on the world around them,” 
she said.

Likewise, Shelow began his seventh year 
at the District this year, as a sixth grade 
teacher at Southern Elementary School. 
He has also served as an elementary social 
studies facilitator for the past four years.

Shelow received his Bachelor’s degree in 
Elementary Education from Lock Haven 
University and will obtain his Master’s 
degree in General Education from Augus-
tana College next spring. 

“I am extremely honored to have won 
this award,” Shelow said. In addition to 
teaching sixth grade students, Shelow 

has helped integrate technology within 
the elementary classrooms, served as a 
teacher consultant for technology, restruc-
tured the fourth to sixth grade curriculum 
to align with Pennsylvania Department 
of Education’s Core Standards, mentored 
new teachers, and served as an instructor 
for the Southern York Digital Academy, 
an alternative learning environment for 
District students. Outside of school, She-
low coaches junior varsity basketball at 
Susquehannock High School.

“The best part about my job is interact-
ing with the students and seeing their 
growth,” Shelow said. “To me, this growth 
isn’t just academically, but emotionally as 
well. Sixth grade is such a delicate time for 
kids, it is neat to see the students I taught 
turn from children into young adults.” 

Shelow added that he is prepared to face 
what’s ahead. “Education is constantly 
changing,” he said.” I believe in keeping 
the mindset that we just have to keep 
doing what is right for our kids to grow 
and be ready for the next level.”

Continued From Page 1
Teachers Recognized for 16 straight Years

Student to Perform in All-National Band
Susquehannock High School senior Anthony Stem 
(right) was selected to participate in the National 
Association for Music Education (NAfME) All-
National Concert Band. He will perform the French 
horn at the Grand Ole Opry House in Nashville, 
Tenn. on October 29, 2014.

The NAfME All-National Honor Ensembles rep-
resent the top performing high school musicians 
in the United States. Stem was invited to audition 
during the 2013-14 school year, based on his par-
ticipation in the Pennsylvania Music Educators 
Association (PMEA) Region V and state band fes-
tivals. 

“I sent an audition tape for the All-National Concert Band last spring and learned I 
was chosen this summer,” Stem said. “The process for the All-National Band really 
began last year.”

Progress Book Replaces LetterGrade

Parent access to attendance records, 
classroom assignments, and grades for 
students in grades 7 to 12 is now available 
online through a program called Progress 

Book. The Progress Book link is located in 
the Parent Portal at the District’s website 
(www.sycsd.org) under “Online Tools.”  
Parents’ usernames and passwords for 
access to LunchBox POS and Progress 
Book were mailed prior to the start of the 
school year.  Parents and/or guardians may 
request assistance by contacting the Help 
Hesk at 717-235-4811, extension 7262 or 
sending an email to helpdesk@sycsd.org.
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board of school directors
Robert Schefter .................................... President
C. Dianne Masimore ..................... Vice President
Bruce Bauman ......................................Treasurer
Dr. Wayne McCullough .........................Secretary 
                                                      (Non-Member)
Judi Fisher .............................................. Member
Jerri Groncki ........................................... Member
Ronald Groncki  ...................................... Member
Karen Hellwig  ........................................ Member
James Holley .......................................... Member
Allie Waldron  ......................................... Member
Alexis Anelli ....................Student Representative

administration
Dr. Sandra L. Lemmon ................Superintendent
Dr. Robert J. Bryson ...........Asst. Superintendent
Dr. Wayne McCullough ............. Chief Financial &  
                                                Operations Officer

board meetings
The Southern York County School District Board 
of Education holds meetings on the  third Thurs-
day of January through November, and the first 
Thursday of  December, unless otherwise noted. 
Meetings are held at 7 p.m. in the Conference 
Room of the District Administration building. Meet-
ings are also televised live via Comcast’s Cable 
TV Channel 99.

contacting the school district
(717) 235-4811

Friendship Elementary.......................... Ext. 1290
Southern Elementary ............................ Ext. 2265
Shrewsbury Elementary ....................... Ext. 5360
Southern Middle School ....................... Ext. 3253
Susquehannock High School ............... Ext. 4238
Susquehannock Guidance ................... Ext. 4243
Transportation ...................................... Ext. 7350
Business Office..................................... Ext. 7300

* * *
mission statement

The Southern York County School District, through 
a cooperative effort with the family and commu-
nity, will provide a quality learning environment 
that promotes character, fosters responsibility, and 
challenges students to achieve their potential.
Adopted by Board of Education - 6/21/01

* * *
The Southern York County School District is an 
equal opportunity educational institution and will 
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, na-
tional origin, ancestry, sex, or disability in any of its 
activities, programs, employment policies or prac-
tices as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1974, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 
1972, or Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973, or the American Disabilities Act 
of 1990.  Employees and participants who have 
an inquiry or complaint of harassment or discrimi-
nation, or who need information about accom-
modations for persons with disabilities, should 
contact the office of the Assistant Superintendent 
of Schools, Southern York County School District, 
P.O. Box 128, Glen Rock, PA 17327-0128 or call 
(717) 235-4811.

* * *
publication

The Southern Way is published four times a year: 
September, January, April, and June through the 
Marketing and Public Information Office of our 
District.  

website
www.sycsd.org

Alumni Plan Homecoming for Community
Southern York County
School District students,
staff, alumni, and commu-
nity members are invited 
to Susquehannock High 
School’s annual Home-
coming festivities Friday 
and Saturday, October 
3-4, 2014. From a tailgate, 
an alumni reception, and 
the Homecoming football 
game, to the annual 5K Fun 
Run and Campus Walk, 
the weekend is filled with 
activities for everyone.

Student Events

The weekend’s events begin 
with the Homecoming Tail-
gate on Friday, October 
3rd, from 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
behind Southern Elemen-
tary School at the baseball 
practice field. Sponsored by 
the Susquehannock High 
School Student  Council, 
the event features music, 
food, games, and prizes. 
Children are invited to 
run through the obstacle 
course, leap onto the Velcro 
Wall, or jump in the Moon 
Bounce. Several local busi-
nesses will also be selling 
food and donating items 
for a raffle. Admission to 
the Tailgate is free to the 
public. 

“The event is designed 
to be in a family friendly 
environment,” senior Jake 
Smith said. “We want there 
to be a good mix of people 

so everyone has something 
to do.”

Alumni Reception

The Homecoming foot-
ball game begins at 7:00 
p.m. on Friday, October 
3rd. Homecoming fes-
tivities will begin on the 
field at 6:25 p.m. Alumni 
are invited to visit the 
Alumni Association’s reg-
istration booth at the Dale 
Keagy Plaza, located in the 
Susquehannock Alumni 
Field House, to  receive a 
bag of free gifts, including 
a collectable alumni home-
coming button. Alumni are 
also encouraged to wear 
their varsity jackets.

In addition, the fourth 
annual Alumni Spirit 
award will be presented 
at halftime. Last year, 
retired band director and 
music teacher, Karl Steger 
received the award.

Spectators for Homecom-
ing should enter the sta-

dium at the east ticket 
booth. Game tickets must 
be purchased for admit-
tance.

5K Fun Run and 
Campus Walk

The second annual Susque-
hannock High School 
Alumni Association 5K Fun 
Run and Campus Walk will 
take place Saturday, Octo-
ber 4th at 9 a.m. Proceeds 
benefit the Susquehannock 
Alumni Association Schol-
arship Fund. This family 
friendly event is open to all 
alumni, family, and friends.

The 5K run course will 
start at the Susquehan-
nock Alumni Field House, 
continue through the cam-
pus along the cross coun-
try course, and conclude 
back at the Field House. 
Light refreshments will 
be provided. Prizes will be 
awarded to the top three 
male and female runners 
in the 5K run as well as one 
top prize for each of the fol-
lowing age divisions, both 
male and female:  below 21, 
21-30, 31-40, 41-50, 51-60 
and 60+. 

The registration fee is $10. 
Registration for the event 
begins at 8:30 a.m. and 
concludes at 8:55 a.m. For 
more information, 
click here. 
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Southern York County School District Foundation Dollars for 
Scholars (DFS) distributed in excess of $125,000 to the Class of 
2014 from more than 70 programs; 150 awards were made to 
90 different students. Funding came from a variety of sources 
including grants, endowments, participation with community 
organizations, general fund drives, and annual directed gifts. 
But the pervasive and driving force behind the program’s suc-
cess came from Warrior alumni. 

The eighth annual Susquehannock High School Celebrity Golf 
Tournament raised more than $13,900. The money will help 
fund 25 All Sports Booster Club scholarships and Susque-
hannock alumni programs, including continued work on the 
Susquehannock alumni field house. The project was a joint 
effort of Susquehannock High School athletic booster and 
alumni organizations.

In addition, many of the 2014 student scholarship awards had 
direct links to alumni, were sponsored by alumni drives, or were 
in memory of deceased alumni funded by families, friends, and 
alumni.

Alumni-Driven Fundraising Gives Back to School District

Representatives from the Booster Club and the Alumni Association 
present a check to the SYCSD Foundation; featured, left to right, are 
Foundation Director Bruce Bauman ‘67, Susquehannock Athletic 
Director Chuck Abbott, Foundation President Glenn Geiple ‘72, and 
Foundation Vice President Jeff Brown ‘74.

A Susquehannock High School senior and a 2014 graduate have 
extended their artistic talents into the community of Glen 
Rock. This summer, graduate Levi Myers and senior Hannah 
Wistort created a mural on the south wall of the Arthur Huf-
nagle Public Library in Glen Rock. The mural consists of a series 
of scenes that combine the historical aspects of Glen Rock with 
a modern flair.

Art teacher Wade Bowers was first approached by the Glen Rock 
Borough Council members about the idea of a mural in the com-
munity. “I knew that the project was somewhat of an uncon-
ventional canvas with the course texture and rather large scale,” 
Bowers said. “Therefore, I wanted those few students who I 
knew could handle the project both conceptually and physically. 
I also wanted students who were going to be dedicated to the 
project through its entire process from start to finish.”

For Myers and Wistort, it was a way to give back to the commu-
nity, while putting “their mark” on the wall, he added. 

The Glen Rock Historical Society asked that the mural be of 
historical significance, Wistort said. For two of the scenes, she 
and Myers created designs on their computers, based on photo-
graphs of a train and bank. 

“Our goal was to give the mural a three-dimensional affect,” 
she said. “(In the designs), Glen Rock of the past is breaking 
through to the present.” 

The students chose to use a photograph of the train “with a 
historic feel, combined with a more modern design that was 
bursting with color,” Bowers said. “Hannah used design soft-
ware that she learned in her Electronic Arts class to combine 
the photo and design.”

In the third scene, which consists of the Glen Rock Carolers, 
Wistort and Myers used free hand to draw and then paint the 
carolers. 

“Although I helped with the first two paintings (train and 
bank), I wanted the students to do most of the work, which 
they agreed to,” Bowers said. “I was very pleased with how well 
they did.”

“We combined all our art skills – graphic design, photography, 
and art and it worked really well,” Wistort said. “Levi and I have 
a similar painting style.”

The Glen Rock Borough Council wants the artists to join forces 
once again next summer to create three additional scenes on 
the wall, she said.

For about six weeks, the artists worked on the mural project, 
which also led them to collaborating on a commissioned piece 
for a series of garage doors.

“We were very lucky that we collaborated really well,” she said. 
“It was a lot of work, but a great experience.”

Students Combine Past and Present in Glen Rock Mural 

History comes to life in the completed scenes of the mural. Featured, left to 
right are Hannah Wistort, Wade Bowers, and Levi Myers.
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The Southern York County School Dis-
trict earned five awards in a state-wide 
annual publications contest, the most 
awards given to a school district in Penn-
sylvania.

The District received ‘Awards of Excel-
lence’ and ‘Honorable Mentions’ in 
various categories of the 45th Annual 
Pennsylvania School Boards Association 
(PSBA) Educational Publications Con-
test. The ‘Award of Excellence’ honors are 
the highest awards given in this contest. 
In addition, three of these awards were 
produced by District students.

“This is a truly authentic showcasing of 
our students’ talents,” Superintendent 
Sandra Lemmon said. “A huge congratu-
lations goes out to our hard working and 
talented students, staff, and teachers for 
this outstanding recognition.”

The student-based digital newspaper, 
The Susquehannock Courier, received an 
‘Award of Excellence’ in the e-Publication 
category, one of only four publications in 
the state to earn this award. 

“Congratulations are extended to Sara 
Cieslewicz, English teacher and The Cou-
rier staff,” Lemmon said.

In addition, the Susquehannock High 
school Arts and Technology Fair Poster, 
another student-based project, earned 
an ‘Award of Excellence’ in the Spe-
cial Purpose Publication category. This 
poster was produced, by Susquehannock 
alumnus, Tori Rassa, to promote the Dis-
trict’s annual Arts and Technology Fair.

“It was great to see Tori develop into an 
excellent designer, where she was pro-
ducing creative and professional designs, 
such as the Arts and Technology Fair 
poster,” Art Teacher Wade Bowers said. 
“It demonstrates her creativity combined 
with her talent in the traditional and dig-
ital art media.” 

Another e-Publication category, the 
District Newsletter, The Southern Way,  
obtained an ‘Honorable Mention’ in 

the publications contest. This commu-
nity newsletter, which is published four 
times a year, is distributed electronically 
throughout the District and highlights 
news about students, staff, and pro-
grams. 

Furthermore, for the fifth consecutive 
year, the District’s website (www.sycsd.
org) earned an award in the Internet/
Intranet Website category and received 
an ‘Honorable Mention.’ 

Warrior TV’s student-produced pro-
gram, Southern Spotlight, also earned an 
‘Honorable Mention’ within the Video 
category. Southern Spotlight is a news 
magazine show, consisting of a variety of 
feature stories. The program is operated 
by Susquehannock High School’s video 
production students and is broadcast on 
the District’s Cable Channel 99 and also 
the District’s YouTube channel.

Entries for the publication contest were 
judged on appearance, writing and style, 
editing, layout and design, use of art-
work and photography, printing, and 
value to the audience. The judges also 
considered the size of the school districts 
that entered these categories. A total of 
83 entries were submitted from school 

districts across the state.

The ‘Award of Excellence’ winners will 
be displayed at the PSBA (Pennsylvania 
School Board Association)/PASA (Penn-
sylvania Association of School Adminis-
trators) Leadership Conference October 
21-24, 2014, at the Hershey Lodge and 
Convention Center.

District Earns Awards in Annual Publications Contest

SYCSD Buses Equipped with Cameras 
The Southern York County School District buses are equipped with video cameras that contain audio, which are used to monitor 
student behavior. This helps to ensure student safety and provides a safe and distraction-free environment for the drivers when 
transporting students to and from school.

District to Present Programs at Conference
The PSBA (Pennsylvania School Board Association)/PASA (Pennsylvania Associa-
tion of School Administrators) also recognized two District programs, one which 
will be featured at its “Education Excellence Fair” and the other at an educational 
session this October. The programs include:

1.	 Party	 Crashers:	 Best	 Practices	 in	 Differentiation	 and	 Inclusion	 features 
the  Susquehannock High School Life Skills students, who are given an inclu-
sion opportunity to “crash the party.” The Life Skills students are invited to 
multiple high school classrooms throughout the school year to participate in 
differentiated learning activities in math, science, technology, business educa-
tion, art, and foreign language. 

2.	 Developing	and	Sustaining	a	Highly	Effective	Educational	Foundation pro-
vides the proven steps needed to develop and sustain a highly effective educa-
tional  and multifaceted foundation, including how individuals and businesses 
may make tax-deductible contributions for projects, equipment, supplies, 
scholarships, and other purposes to benefit students in the District. 

The SYC Arts and Technology Fair Poster earned 
an ‘Award of Excellence’ in the PSBA Educa-
tional Publications Contest. 
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Meet the New Administrative Staff...

Southern Appoints New Administrators at District Schools 
With the 2014-15 school year underway, the Southern York County School District welcomes new 
staff to administrative positions this year. 

Kevin Molin began the school year as the new Principal of Susquehannock High School. He 
had served as the school’s Assistant Principal since the 2013-14 school year. Prior to joining the 
District, Molin worked at Dallastown Area High School, where he served as Assistant Principal 
since 2006. He also served as an elementary school principal, and a social studies teacher at York 
Catholic High School. During that time, he coached track and field along with football. 

Molin earned a Bachelor’s degree in History and also his teaching certification in Secondary 
Social Studies from York College. He received his Master’s degree from Western Maryland College 
(McDaniel College) in School Administration. He is currently working on his Doctorate degree 
from Immaculata University.

“I’m thoroughly enjoying my new position,” he said. “The support I have received from the administrative staff, school board, and 
high school staff has made for a smooth transitional process.  Having the opportunity to lead such a great group of students and 
faculty members is an honor and privilege.  I look forward to working with the entire Southern family as we continue working to 
meet the needs of our students.”    

Melissa Bell was hired to replace Molin as Assistant Principal at Susquehannock High School. 
Prior to Susquehannock, Bell spent eight years at Red Lion Area High School, where she worked 
as a social studies and also a special eduction teacher.

Bell received her Bachelor’s degree in Citizenship Education and Masters degree in educational 
Leadership from York College. She is currently working on her Doctorate degree in Educational 
Leadership from Immaculata University.

“It is an honor to be part of such a high performing, caring school district,” Bell said. “I look for-
ward to many great years serving our students, teachers, and community members. Thank you for 
making me part of the Southern Way.”

Randy Fox was appointed as the new Shrewsbury Elementary School Principal this year. 
He has 16 years of administrative experience in grades Kindergarten through Eighth grade and 
recently spent the last nine years with the Elizabethtown Area School District as a school princi-
pal. He previoulsy taught for seven years in grades four, six, and seven. In addition, he coached 
basketball and baseball at the middle and high school levels.

Fox earned his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Education from Shippensburg University and 
his Superintendent’s Letter of Eligibility from Shippensburg and Widener Universities.

“The opportunity at Shrewsbury is a special chance to promote a culture of excellence through 
recognizing the extra efforts our staff and parents expend for the betterment of our students,” 
Fox said. “Every day I learn and grow as I get to know all stakeholders along with the wonderful 
efforts they promote to help our students achieve in all areas of development.”

Lynne Miller was appointed as the new Southern Elementary School Assistant Principal 
this summer. She received her teaching degree in Elementary and Early Childhood Education 
from Millersville University. Miller began teaching at Bermudian Springs Elementary School in 
2002, where she taught first grade while earning her Master’s degree in Reading from McDaniel 
College. She then served as the school’s Reading Specialist for eight years, before returning to 
the classroom as a fifth grade teacher at Bermudian Springs Middle School. This past spring, she 
completed her principal certification at Shippensburg University. 

“The faculty, staff, and families have been so welcoming and supportive during my transition to 
the Southern York County School District,” Miller said. “It has not taken long for me to feel like a 
part of the Southern family! I feel honored to be working in such a wonderful district.”
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District Hires New Staff  in the Past Year
Melissa Bell.......................................................................................Susquehannock High School Assistant Principal

Jennifer Beste.................................................................................Shrewsbury Elementary School Grade 1 Teacher

Sarah Black............................................................................Shrewsbury Elementary School Kindergarten Teacher

Sandy Brown.................................................................................................Southern Middle School  P/T Custodian

Madison Carr........................................................................................Susquehannock High School English Teacher

Lisa Chilcoat.............................................................................Friendship Elementary School Kindergarten Teacher

David Ehrman...........................................................................................................................District Head Mechanic

Courtney Farmer........................................................................Southern Elementary School Kindergarten Teacher

Kelly Flemmens................................................................................................................................District Mechanic

Randy Fox....................................................................................................Shrewsbury Elementary School Principal

Francesca Fruci......................................................................................................Southern Middle School Librarian

Pam Geiple..............................................................................................Susquehannock High School P/T Custodian

Walter Heiliger.......................................................................................Southern Elementary School P/T Custodian

Joyce Hemler..........................................................................................Susquehannock High School P/T Custodian

Amber Klinedinst................................................................................Friendship Elementary School Day Custodian

Laura    Krotzer....................................................................................Susquehannock High  School  Chemistry Teacher

Jeremy Latimer............................................................................................Southern Middle School Science Teacher

Beth LeFevre........................................................................................Friendship Elementary School P/T Custodian

Holly Long...............................................................Southern Middle School Family and Consumer Science Teacher

April Melato......................................................................................Southern Middle School Social Studies Teacher

Kate Miklos....................................................................................Susquehannock High School Guidance Counselor

Cindy Miller...............................................................................District Administration General Ledger Bookkeeper

Lynne Miller....................................................................................Southern Elementary School Assistant Principal

Gary Murrow..........................................................................................Susquehannock High School P/T Custodian

Jami Myers.................................................Shrewsbury Elementary School Grade 3 Long Term Substitute Teacher

Beth Shifflet.....................................................................................Friendship Elementary School Paraprofessional

Marti Smith........................................................................................Susquehannock High School English Teacher

Nicole Stephens..............................................................Shrewsbury Elementary School Learning Support Teacher

Linda Stump...................................................Southern Elementary School Grade 6 Long Term Substitute Teacher

Chris Weinstein......................................................................................Susquehannock High School P/T Custodian

Beth Worley.....................................................Susquehannock High School Biology Long Term Substitute Teacher

Welcome New Staff
2014-15

Beth Shifflet Marti Smith Nicole Stephens Linda Stump Chris Weinstein Beth Worley
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Employee Transfers During the Past Year
The following employees have transferred or been promoted into new positions and/
or new buildings at the Southern York County School District within the past year:

Paul Borst.............................Southern Middle/Susquehannock High Science Teacher
Dr. Robert Bryson..................................................................Assistant Superintendent
Lisa Boyer......................................Friendship Elementary School Assistant Principal
Robert Cousineau........................Susquehannock High School Social Studies Teacher
Mary Dankosky............................Shrewsbury Elementary School Assistant Principal
Paige Enck....................Southern/Shrewsbury Elementary School Reading Specialist 
Margery Erickson........................Southern Middle School Learning Support Teacher
Jamie Leathery............................Susquehannock High School Social Studies Teacher
Dr. Sandra Lemmon...............................................................................Superintendent
Tina Mohar.........................................Southern Elementary School  Paraprofessional
Kevin Molin.......................................................Susquehannock High School Principal
Andy Nace ............................................Susquehannock High School Head Custodian
Dee Romjue .........................................................................District Courier/Mechanic
Jenny Tracy...................................Shrewsbury Elementary School Reading Specialist
Betsy Treadway...................................Southern Elementary School  Paraprofessional
Jon  Weaver............................................Friendship Elementary  School    Head Custodian

SYCSD Staff  Members Retire  
Twenty-three Southern York County School District staff members retired during/at 
the conclusion of the 2013-14 school year:

Rosa Baer...........................................................................Susquehannock High School
Lyn Buchanan...............................................…..............Friendship Elementary School 
Rebecca Cohenour........................................................Shrewsbury Elementary School
Norma Conley..................…......................................................Southern Middle School
Deborah Dominick............................................................Susquehannock High School
Joseph Dominick...............................................…............Susquehannock High School
Christine Gerber................................................................Southern Elementary School
Roberta Heisler.............................................................Shrewsbury Elementary School
Thomas Hensley..............................................................…......Administration Building
Susan Hochstedt.......................................................... Shrewsbury Elementary School
Stephanie Jacoby............................................................Friendship Elementary School 
Toni Kahler........................................................................Southern Elementary School
Tamara Kelley....................................................................Susquehannock High School
Sidney Krebs ...........................................................................Administration Building
Tersie Krebs ............................................................................Administration Building
Jean Lippy...............................................................................Southern Middle School
Vicki Manker.....................................................................Southern Elementary School
Kristina Osborn......................Southern/Shrewsbury/Friendship Elementary Schools 
Ruby Schmidt..................……........................................Friendship Elementary School 
Larry      Stiffler.................…..........................................................Administration  Building
Charles Taylor...................................................................Susquehannock High School
Cassie Timcheck................................................................Susquehannock High School
Maryann Trinkle............................................…..............Friendship Elementary School

Athletic Ticket 
Prices

Ticket prices for the 2014-15 
Susquehannock High School

 Athletic Events:

Varsity Events

Adults .................................................... $4
Students ................................................ $2
Senior Citizens (62+) ........................... $1

Junior High Events

Adults .................................................... $2
Students ................................................ $1
Senior Citizens (62+) ........................... $1

Individual Season Passes are
available as listed below:
All Home Fall Athletic Events

Adults ................................................$102
Students ..............................................$51
Senior Citizens (62+) .........................$37

All Home Winter Athletic Events

Adults ................................................$100
Students ..............................................$50
Senior Citizens (62+) .........................$33

All Home Spring Athletic Events

Adults ..................................................$87
Students ..............................................$43
Senior Citizens (62+) .........................$37

Seasonal passes are on sale at the Susque-
hannock High School Athletic Office.  
Contact Chuck Abbott, Athletic Director, 
at Chuck.Abbott@sycsd.org, or call 235-
4811, extension 4240.
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Special Education Services and Programs
Under the federal law, the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), it is the 
responsibility of the Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Education to ensure that all children 
with disabilities residing in the Common-
wealth, regardless of the severity of their 
disability, and who are in need of special edu-
cation and related services, are located, evalu-
ated, and identified. 

A full range of special education services 
are provided by the Southern York County 
School District. Programs provided directly 
by the District include those for students 
who have a specific learning disability, emo-
tional disturbance, mental retardation, 
speech or language impairment, a hearing 
impairment, autism, traumatic brain injury, 
or other health impairment. Services are also 
provided for mentally gifted students. Addi-
tional services, provided by the Lincoln Inter-
mediate Unit #12 for the District, include 
those for early intervention, deafness, deaf/
blind, blind, or multiple disabilities. Other 
related services are also provided, such as 
occupational therapy and physical therapy, 
for those who require them in order to access 
a free and appropriate education. 

Efforts to identify special needs students 
in Southern York County School District’s 
schools are varied. Preschool students 
between ages three and five are identified 
through services provided by the LIU #12, 
including children identified as developmen-
tally delayed.  A child who is less than the age 
of beginners and at least three years of age 
is considered to have a developmental delay 
when one of the following exists:  The child’s 
score, on a developmental assessment device, 
on an assessment instrument which yields a 
score in months, indicates that the child is 
delayed by 25% of the child’s chronological 
age in one or more developmental areas.  The 
child is delayed in one or more of the develop-
mental areas, as documented by test perfor-
mance of 1.5 standard deviations below the 
mean on standardized tests.  

Kindergarten students are screened formally 
and informally in vision, hearing, health, and 
speech/language areas. Kindergarten teach-
ers also informally screen during the fall of 
each year for motor and academic skills. Kin-
dergarten registration is scheduled in April 
by appointment at the elementary school in 
which the student would attend. On-going 
screening is conducted for new resident stu-
dents at the building level through a review of 
school records and parent/student interviews 
at the time of enrollment. 

When teachers, staff, or parents suspect 
that a student might be in need of specially 
designed instruction due to difficulty in 

school, a school team reviews screening data, 
educational records, and diagnostic data. A 
pre-referral team recommends instructional 
interventions, adaptations, or modifica-
tions to the student’s educational program 
to address the student needs. If the student 
continues to have difficulty, a referral for 
a multidisciplinary evaluation and further 
assessment with written and informed par-
ent consent may be made. 

Parents may request a multidisciplinary 
evaluation at any time in writing to their 
child’s building principal. A formal response 
to the request is made in a timely manner 
by the building principal. Parents must give 
informed consent by signing the Permission 
to Evaluate form provided by the school. 
Parents of resident students not attending 
Southern York County School District schools 
follow the same procedures, but should send 
the written request to the Director of Special 
Education.   

A multidisciplinary evaluation must be con-
ducted in accordance with specific timelines 
and follow protection-in-evaluation proce-
dures. The evaluation must be conducted 
within 60 calendar days of obtaining Per-
mission to Evaluate from the student’s par-
ents. The evaluation is conducted by a team, 
which includes the parents, and is conducted 
through the use of a variety of assessment 
measures individually selected for the stu-
dent. A single test or procedure cannot be the 
sole factor in determining that a child has a 
disability. The results of the evaluation are 
summarized in an Evaluation Report, with 
conclusions and recommendations specify-
ing the educational program that is appropri-
ate to meet the student’s educational needs. 
Parents also have the right to obtain an inde-
pendent educational evaluation if they are 
dissatisfied with the outcome of the District’s 
multidisciplinary evaluation. Southern York 
County School District will provide, upon 
request, information about where an inde-
pendent evaluation may be obtained. Such an 
evaluation may be obtained at public expense 
under certain circumstances, but parents may 
choose to have an independent evaluation 
conducted at private expense following the 
District’s evaluation criteria. The outcome of 
an independent evaluation must be consid-
ered by the school district in respect to the 
provision of a free and appropriate education 
to the child. 

If the student is determined to have a dis-
ability and is in need of specially designed 
instruction based on the results of the Evalu-
ation Report, the Individual Educational 
Program Team (IEP), which includes the 
parents, develops a written educational plan 
called an IEP. The IEP identifies the type of 

services, level of intervention, and location 
of intervention within the least restrictive 
environment. It also describes the current 
educational levels, goals, and related services 
the student will receive. All students must be 
educated to the maximum extent appropriate 
with students who are not disabled as deter-
mined by the IEP team. The IEP is reviewed 
at least on an annual basis.   For additional 
information, contact Southern York County 
School District Director of Special Education 
at 235-4811, Extension 7229. 

Procedural Safeguards

Procedural safeguards protect the rights 
of parents and students. These safeguards 
include parental consent for evaluations, 
re-evaluations, release of information, and 
placement of a child with a disability in a spe-
cial education placement. The Southern York 
County School District must notify parents 
when special education services are changed 
or discontinued or when parent requests for 
an evaluation, an independent evaluation, 
or a change in an IEP are refused. Safeguards 
also include dispute resolution procedures, 
such as the right to pre-conference meetings, 
mediation, or impartial due process hearings. 
Such requests are made on a Notice of Recom-
mended Educational Placement form or by 
letter. A full explanation of procedural safe-
guards is given in the “Procedural Safeguards 
Notice” which is available upon request by 
calling the Special Education Office at 717-
235-4811, Extension 7229. 

All communications regarding special edu-
cation services are provided in English or, if 
necessary, in other languages solely used by 
parents.  If a person does not understand 
any written information, further explanation 
may be requested by contacting the school 
district.  When necessary, the District will 
also arrange for an interpreter for parents 
with limited English proficiency, or if a parent 
is deaf or blind or has no written language, 
the school district will arrange for communi-
cation in the mode normally used by the par-
ent (e.g. sign language, Braille, or oral com-
munication).

For more information, contact the Director 
of Special Education, Southern York County 
School District, 235-4811, extension 7229.

Annual Notice to Parents of  
Protected Handicapped Stu-
dents

In compliance with state and federal law, the 
Southern York County School District will 
provide each “protected handicapped stu-
dent,” without discrimination or cost to the 
student or family, those related aids, services,
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or accommodations which are needed to pro-
vide equal opportunity to participate in and 
obtain the benefits of the school program and 
extracurricular activities to the maximum 
extent appropriate to the student’s abilities. 
In order to qualify as a “protected handi-
capped student,” the child must be of school 
age with a physical or mental disability, which 
substantially limits or prohibits participation 
in or access to an aspect of the school pro-
gram. Such services are distinct from those 
provided to students with a disability and 
eligible for special education programs. The 
school may initiate an evaluation of a student 
with informed parental consent. Parents may 
also request an evaluation by contacting the 
Director of Special Education at 717-235-
4811, Extension 7229. 

Confidentiality

Southern York County School District pro-
tects the confidentiality of personally identi-
fiable information for all students, screened 
for or enrolled as a child with a disability 
in accordance with the Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA) and 
other applicable federal and state laws. 

Parents’ Access to Educational 
Records

Parents have the right to inspect and review 
their child’s educational record. If parents 
request copies of the records, a copying fee 
may be charged. Parents may request amend-
ing the student’s records if they believe the 
educational record is inaccurate, misleading, 
or violates the privacy or other rights of their 
child. The Southern York County School Dis-
trict will respond to such requests in writing. 
Confidential records will not be released to 
outside parties without the written consent 
of the parents, except under limited circum-
stances outlined in Board Policy 216 or in 
Pennsylvania School Code. Consent means 
that parents have been informed of the activ-
ity requiring consent, that they agree in writ-
ing to the activity, and that consent is vol-
untary and may be withdrawn at any time. 
Consent is transferred to the student when 
the student is 21 years of age and has gradu-
ated from a school program or has withdrawn 
from a school program.

Parents have the right to file a complaint 
with the U.S. Department of Education if it is 
believed that the district fails to comply with 
FERPA. The District will provide a copy of its 
confidentiality policy upon request.

Asbestos Program Notice
In April and October the Asbestos Program Manager conducts a visual inspection of asbestos-
containing materials in the District’s buildings.  This enables the Asbestos Program Manager to 
take action before these materials present any risk to our staff and other occupants.  The written 
report becomes part of the District’s Management Plan and is available within 30 days after the 
examination, along with the decisions of the School District, with regard to dealing with any 
unusual circumstances.  Inspection of the District’s formal plan is available by appointments 
through the Asbestos Program Manager’s office.

Use of  Students’ Photos for Publicity
Throughout the school year, the Southern York County School District may have opportunities 
to share newsworthy information and/or pictures of its students with local newspapers and 
throughout various District publications or videotaped productions. In addition, the District 
maintains a Web page for use by students, school personnel, and community members.  At times, 
we may wish to share newsworthy information about our students, using names, photos, and/or 
student work (drawings, poems, creative writings, etc.) on our Web pages.

If the opportunity arises for your child to be part of a news event, we shall assume we have your 
implied consent to use his/her name and/or picture, unless you provide us with prior written 
notice to the contrary.  If you prefer that your child’s name and/or identifiable picture (name 
printed in caption of a group or individual photo, or identified in some other manner), or appear-
ance in any videotaped productions not be used, please send a letter to your child’s building prin-
cipal.  The letter should state that you do not wish your child’s name or identifiable picture be 
used in any District publication, news items sent to the local media, or on the District’s Web page, 
nor do you want your child to appear in any videotaped productions.

believed that the district fails to comply with 
FERPA. The District will provide a copy of its 
confidentiality policy upon request.

Parent Right to Know

Section 1111(h)(6) of the No Child Left Behind 
Act (NCLB) outlines “parent-right-to-know” 
requirements. It requires that school districts 
receiving Title 1, Part A funds notify parents at 
the beginning of each school year of their right 
to request information, regarding the profes-
sional qualifications of the child’s teacher and/
or paraprofessional. 

Parents are entitled to have access, upon 
request, to the following information:

• Whether the teacher has met   
 state qualifications for licensure in  
 the grade levels and subject areas in  
 which he/she teaches;
• The level of state teacher certification:   
 Emergency, Instructional I, Instruc - 
 tional II, etc., held by the teacher;
• The baccalaureate degree major of the  
 teacher and any other graduate certifi- 
 cation or degree held by the teacher,  
 and the field of discipline of the certi- 
 fication or degree; and
• Qualifications of the para profession- 
 als working with the child.

Parent right-to-know requirements also state 
that a school district must provide timely noti-
fication to parents when a teacher, who is not 
highly qualified, has instructed their child for 
more than four consecutive weeks. Additionally, 
parents must be given information regarding

 the level of achievement their child has attained 
on the PSSA.   

All parent right-to-know notifications must be 
written in a format that is easily understandable 
by parents and, if practicable, in a language that 
parents understand. Any questions or inquiries 
in this regard should be directed to the child’s 
building principal. 

Title I Instructors

Parents with students in the Title 1 program 
may request from the District information 
regarding the professional qualifications of the 
students’ classroom teachers.  Requests should 
be made to the Assistant Superintendent of 
Southern York County School District at 235-
4811.

Gifted Programs

The District provides mentally gifted programs 
at all grade levels, kindergarten through grade 
12. The primary emphasis is on enrichment and 
acceleration of the regular education curricu-
lum through differentiated instruction, either 
within regular education classes or in a separate 
setting. The referral process for a gifted evalu-
ation can be initiated by teachers or parents 
who suspect that the child is in need of specially 
designed instruction beyond the required 22 
Pa. School Code §4 (relating to academic stan-
dards and assessments), and may request in 
writing to the building principal that the child 
be evaluated under the criteria of 22  Pa. School 
Code §16.22. For more information, contact the 
Director of Special Education at 717-235-4811, 
Extension 7229. 

Special Education Services and Programs

11



District Presents Programs in Drug Awareness 
and Digital Citizenship 

District parents, students, and community members are invited to learn about Digital Citizenship along with Drug and Alcohol 
Awareness on Monday, October 20, 2014, from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. at the Susquehannock High School Auditorium. During the first 
part of the evening, students and their parents will learn about appropriate digital behavior and etiquette, digital law, rights, 
and responsibilities. The program will also address how one may become a responsible digital citizen on social networking sites.

Chief Boddington from the Southern Regional Police will present information on alcohol abuse prevention and dangerous drugs. 
This also includes drugs with which many parents and guardians are unaware. As part of the drug awareness program, District 
Judge Jeff Joy will present the consequences of drug and alcohol abuse. 

Parents and guardians will also learn ways to help prevent drug use from impacting their homes and ways to obtain help. During 
this time, students who attend the program will meet with elementary, middle, and high school guidance counselors to learn 
about peer pressure and how to make positive choices. Students will be grouped, according to their ages.

This presentation is designed for students in kindergarten through grade 12 along with their parents and guardians. Community 
members are also welcome to attend.

School Calendar — October 2014 through January 2015
Friday, October 24....................................................................................................................................... End of First Marking Period

Friday, October 31.......................................................................................................................... Teacher In-Service - Early Dismissal

Friday, November 7  .........................................................................................................................................Report Cards Distributed

Monday and Tuesday, November 17 & 18 ..................................................................... Classroom Visits - American Education Week 

Tuesday and Wednesday, November 25 & 26  ....................................................................................... Teacher In-Service - No School

Thursday, November 27 through Monday, December 1 ................................................................ Thanksgiving Vacation - No School

Wednesday, December 24 through Friday, January 2  ............................................................................................ Holiday - No School 

Thursday, January 15  ............................................................................................................................. End of Second Marking Period

Monday, January 19 ............................................................................................................................... Teacher In-Service - No School

Friday, January 30  ..........................................................................................................................................Report Cards Distributed

Children within Southern York County 
are invited to join in the fun at Susque-
hannock High School for this year’s 
October Fun Night, which will be held 
Wednesday, October 29, 2014, from 
6:00-8:00 p.m. 

Sponsored by the Student Council, the 
event offers the community a safe alter-
native for trick or treating and features 
activities, crafts, and treats from various 
school organizations. Susquehannock 
High School organizations will occupy 
the first floor of the high school to pro-
vide candy and fall activities. Some of 
the organizations that have participated 

in previous years included the All Class 
Council, Students Working to Achieve 
Tolerance (SWAT), the Earth Club, Best 
Buds,  Students Against Drunk Driving 
(SADD), and the high school custodi-
ans. Children are encouraged to attend 
in costume. However, costumes should 
not contain any hay because of potential 
allergic reactions.

In addition, in place of an admission fee, 
Student Council is asking for donations 
of nonperishable items or monetary 
donations, which will be donated to the 
Southern Community Services. 

SYCSD Features ‘October Fun Night’ for Community
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